Managing Vasoactive Medications Following Cardiothoracic Surgery.
This article reviews the use of vasoactive medications prescribed in the postoperative management of patients who have undergone cardiac surgery. With a focus on the influence these medications have on the physiologic contributors to cardiac output and blood pressure, insight into decision making related to use, titration, and discontinuation of these medications is provided. Case studies offer vignettes to demonstrate the application of knowledge gleaned from the article.